REMARKS 

Claims 1-24 are pending in the above-referenced application. Independent claims 
1, 5 and 12 have been amended to more particularly define Applicant's invention, and new claims 
21 and 24 have been added. The amended claims are fully supported in the specification of the 
present application as originally filed and therefore do not include any new matter. Support for 
amended claim 5 can at least be found in claim 4 and in former claim 5. Support for new claims 
21-22 may at least be found at page 3, lines 1-23 of the specification. 

In the Office Action, various formalities were objected to by the Examiner. The 
informalities related to certain discrepancies between the original drawings and their description in 
the original specification. Applicants have submitted a substitute specification and have also filed 
a Request for Approval of Drawing Changes concurrently herewith. The Request proposes 
amending Figs. 1-3 to illustrate the grooves described in the specification at page 3, lines 8-9 and 
17-18. No mew matter has thus been added to drawings by the proposed amendments, as the 
depicted grooves are subsumed by the description of the amended drawings in the specification. 

In the Office Action, Claims 5-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph. The amendment to claim 5 obviates this rejection, and the rejection is therefore 
respectfully requested to be withdrawn. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,599,798 to Steele ("Steele"') in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
4,503,615 to Schreiber {''Schreiber'*). The Office Action states that Steele discloses "a scale on a 
computer monitor" and that "Schreiber teaches using an add-on device, including two existing 
rods, to locate an exact point on a word processor." Thus, the Office Action concludes that it 
would have been "obvious to use an add-on device including two intersecting rods on the monitor 
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of Steele as taught by Schreiber to locate an exact point on the monitor screen." Applicants 
respectfiilly most strenuously traverse these characterizations. A careful reading of these 
references precludes any such interpretation, as detailed below. 

Neither Steele nor Schreiber teach anything at all regarding locating points on, or 
devices being attached to, word processors or monitors. They each relate to devices which are 
attached to, and locate co-ordinates on, paper, forms or printouts from word processing 
devices. Thus, the assumptions upon which the Office Action's rejection was based are urged as 
mistaken, and the rejection thus misplaced. Neither Steele nor Schreiber, whether alone or in 
combination, are seen as valid references against the guide of independent claims 1 or 12. 

Schreiber "is directed towards a guide structured for removable attachment to a 
standardized paper or like material form," as indicated at Col. 2, lines 4-5 of Schreiber. 
Nowhere is releasable attachment to a computer monitor taught or even suggested. Moreover, the 
horizontal and vertical scales of Schreiber are attached to each other, and are not attached to any 
frame, as are the rods in the guides of independent claims 1 and 12. The example at Column 2, 
lines 54-68 of Schreiber describes how a name may be inserted in a particular place on a form. 
After matching the line and character scales to establish a coordinate of the first character of the 
referred to space on a paper, the instructor, using either direct or mechanical dictation, identifies 
to the operator of the word processing equipment the coordinates of the location of the space. As 
Column 2, lines 63-65 state, "[c]onfusion is thereby eliminated since the same indicia readings are 
present on the display screen of a given word processor." Thus, Schreiber does not teach attaching 
a monitor device to a screen, but instead teaches placing a device on top of a form to identify 
coordinates. 
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Similarly, Steele is directed to an apparatus for facilitating layout work with a word 
processor. In a preferred form, the apparatus includes a rectangular base sheet and a rectangular 
transparent cover sheet which is substantially equal to the base sheet in length and width, as 
described at Column 1, lines 29-34 of Steele. The apparatus also includes a transparent grid sheet 
having rectilinear grid indicia, as described at Column 1, lines 50-52 of Steele. No part of the 
apparatus is taught or suggested to be releasably attachable to a computer screen. The Steele 
device attaches and holds a piece of paper. Unlike the assertions of the Office Action, Fig.. 1 of 
Steele only shows "... a typical word processor with which the present invention is employed" - 
not the invention itself "Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device of the invention ... " Steele at col. 2, 
lines 34-40. Fig. 2 discloses no releasable attachment to any computer monitor. Id. 

Independent claim 1 is directed to a guide, comprising a frame, releasably 
attachable to a computer screen, the frame having a viewing portion, a first rod movably attached 
to first grooves in said frame wherein said first rod crosses said viewing portion, and a second rod 
movably attached to second grooves in the frame wherein the second rod crosses the viewing 
portion and intersects the first rod. Independent claim 12 is directed to a similar guide, further 
comprising a mounting component. A notable feature of the claimed guide is the releasable 
attachability of its frame to a computer screen. 

As above. Applicant respectfully submits that the combination of Steele and 
Schreiber does not teach the device of claims 1 or 12. Specifically, the combination of Steele and 
Schreiber does not teach or suggest a frame releasably attached to a computer screen. 

Even if one were to combine the teachings of Schreiber and Steele, one would not 
reach all of the claim elements of the guide of claims 1 or 12. One would have a guide structure 
including a line scale and a character scale placed atop a rectangular base sheet, a transparent grid 
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sheet, and a transparent cover sheet substantially equal to the base sheet in length and width. The 
line scale and the character scale would be attached to each other, in contradistinction to the rods 
of independent claims 1 and 12, which are attached to the frame of a monitor device. The device 
formed by combining the teachings of Schreiher and Steele would thus differ markedly from the 
claimed guide. Thus, the device formed by combining the teachings of Schreiber and Steele does 
not teach or suggest the device of independent claims 1 and 12, and therefore no prima facie case 
of obviousness can be made based on such combination. The rejection is thus respectfully 
requested to be withdrawn. 

The remaining claims in the invention are dependent from either claims 1 or 12, and 
thus are patentable over the references of record, since they further define and limit the invention 
of independent claims 1 and 12.. 

Applicants also urge new dependent claims 21-24 as being patentable over Steele 
and Schreiber, whether alone or in combination, inasmuch as these new claims partake of the 
novelty of their respective base claims, and are thus patentable for similar reasons, since they 
further define and limit the invention of independent claims 1 and 12.. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments and remarks herein, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is now in condition for allowance, and thus early passage to issue is 
respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (212) 715-7773 in order to 
resolve any issues that might arise in connection herewith and to promote the efficient passage of 
the current application to issue. 

No additional fee is believed necessary for entry of this Amendment. However, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees owing, or credit any 
overpayments, to Deposit Account No. 50-0540. 

Respectfully submitted/ 




Reg. No. 44,733 
James P. Barabas 
Reg. No. 46,536 



KRAMER, LEVIN, NAFTALIS & FRANKEL 

919 Third Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 10022-3852 

Tel. No.: (212) 715-7773 

Fax. No.: (212) 715-8000 



KU:2232054.I 



- 16- 



EXHIBIT A / 
MARKED-UP COPY OF 
SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION TO INDICATE CHANGES 

MONITOR DEVICE 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a guide suitable for keeping track of coordinates on 

a computer screen. 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] When working with a computer, a user is often faced with inputting or verifying an 

array of numbers. For example, when viewing a spreadsheet, the entire screen of a computer may 
be filled with rows and columns of numbers or other [type] types of data. If the user is comparing 
the values on the computer screen to a hard copy in front of him, the user may often lose track of 
the user's position since the user is constantly switching between the screen and hard copy. [By 
having] Having a device that allows the user to [efficiency] efficiently switch between the screen 
and hard copy facilitates efficiency. 

[0003] hi another example, the user may be drawing a figure or picture on the computer 

screen and needs to locate the corresponding coordinates on the same-scaled hard copy of the 
drawing. Without a guide, the user may have difficulty in finding the corresponding coordinates. 

[0004] A need thus exists for a guide that can be mounted to a computer monitor in order 

to identify coordinates and their corresponding locations on the computer screen. 
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Summary of the Invention 

[0005] The present invention features a detachable monitor guide for a computer screen 

that allows a user to keep the user's place on the screen when turning the user's attention to 
something else. In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention of the monitor guide, two 
rods attached to the monitor guide and oriented orthogonal to each other are used to mark 
reference points on the screen and hard copy. 

[0006] The two rods can be moved in a plane parallel to the monitor guide, and intersect at 

a particular reference location. This reference location can be used to pinpoint a particular object 
on a computer screen or monitor. If the user has a hard copy of the visual displayed on the screen, 
then the monitor guide can be removed from the monitor and placed over the hard copy to pinpoint 
the object that was being [view] viewed on the monitor on the hard copy. 

Brief Description of tlie Drawings 

[0007] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of the 

specification, illustrate an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 

[0008] Figure 1 is a front view of the guide according to an exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention; 

[0009] Figure 2 is a rear view of the guide according to an exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention; 

[00010] Figure 3 illustrates the guide attached on a computer monitor according to an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention; 
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[0001 1] Figure 4 is a side view of a guide having a lip according to an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 



Detailed Description of the Invention 

[00012] Figure 1 is a front view of guide 100. Guide 100 includes, for example, border 102, 
horizontal rod 104, vertical rod 106, viewing portion 108, and grooves [110] 110a and 110b . 
Viewing portion 108 should be of a dimension sufficient to allow the contents of a computer 
screen to be seen without any obstructions. For example, viewing portion 108 should be large 
enough to accommodate the screens of commonly used monitors, for example thirteen-inch, 
fifteen-inch, and seventeen-inch monitors as are commonly known. Alternatively, viewing portion 
108 can be small such that it accommodates the screens of handheld computers such as personal 
data assistants. Although the viewing screen should not cover any part of the monitor, this is not 
an absolute requirement. In certain embodiments, the viewing screen can be made to be adjustable 
such that only a portion of the screen is viewable. In certain scenarios, it may be desired for part 
of the computer screen to be covered. Thus, for example, viewing portion 108 can take the shape 
of a polygon, e.g., a square, rectangle, etc. Alternatively, viewing portion 108 can be circular, 
semi-circular, ovoid, or semi-ovoid. Viewing portion 108 can be of a transparent material such as 
plastic or can simply be a hole or any other suitable material. 

[00013] Surrounding the perimeter of viewing portion 108 is border 102. Border 102 can be 
made of plastic, wood, metal or any combination thereof Suitable plastics include, but are not 
limited to polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, poly(methylmethacrylate), polystyrene, polycarbonate, 
and polypropylene. Border 102 may have multiple edges. For example, if border 102 is in the 
shape of a quadrilateral, then there are four edges. In the case of circular shapes, border 102 has 
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multiple arcs. In border 102, at least two of the edges have grooves [110]. The edges with 
grooves [110] can be adjacent, or opposite, to each other. For example, in a rectangular 
configuration, both of the width edges have grooves [110] 110b . Illustrated in the exemplary 
embodiment of Figure 1 is a rectangular border 102 with four edges and four grooves 1 10a and 
1 10b, one in each edge. 

[00014] Inserted within grooves 1 10a is, for example, vertical rod 106. Vertical rod 106 has 
two ends with each end being inserted in one of grooves 1 10a. Vertical rod 106 can be any shape 
with a high aspect ratio, for example a cylinder. In the case of a cylinder, the ratio of the length of 
the cylinder to the diameter forms a high aspect ratio. In another exemplary embodiment, vertical 
rod 106 can be a rectangle witli a high ratio of the length to tlie widtli. A higli aspect ratio can 
range from about fifty to about two himdred, for example about one-hundred and forty. Vertical 
[106] rod 106 can be made of any rigid material such as wood, plastic or metal. Vertical rod 106 is 
able to slide within the grooves in a horizontal fashion. Vertical rod 106, for example, measures 
the x-coordinate on a computer screen. 

[00015] Similarly, horizontal rod 104, with similar aspect ratios to vertical rod 106, is 
inserted in grooves 1 10b. Horizontal rod 104, however, measures the y-coordinate on a computer 
screen. The intersection of vertical rod 106 and horizontal rod 104 form intersection 112. 
Horizontal rod 104 and vertical rod 106, for example, can be arranged orthogonal to each other. In 
addition to right angles, horizontal rod 104 and vertical rod 106 can be arranged at any angle less 
than ninety degrees [can be used]. For example, horizontal rod 104 and vertical rod 106 can form 
an angle of forty-five degrees. Intersection 1 12 is used to mark a reference location on the screen. 
Reference location means a point on the monitor that the user will refer to. Each rod 104 or 106 
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can be marked in units (e.g., English or metric units) to allow rod 104 or 106 to function as a ruler. 
For example, rod 104 or 106 can be marked with metric units to allow it to become a metric ruler. 
Furthermore, each rod 104 or 106 can be transparent or [a] lightly colored. 

[00016] Figure 2 shows a rear view of guide 100 according to an exemplary embodiment of 
the present invention. On the back side of border 102 is mounting component 202. For example, 
as shown in Figure 2, mounting component 202 is located on each edge of border 102, and can be 
placed at each comer of the guide 100 or at the midpoints of each edge. Mounting component 202 
is used to mount guide 100 on a computer screen. Mounting component 202 can be an adhesive, 
hook and loop fastener, magnet, fun tack, or any other compound suitable for joining as known in 
the art. 

[00017] Figure 3 shows attachment of the guide 300 to a monitor 310. The guide 300 is 
placed on a monitor with the viewing portion 320 matched up against the screen 330 of monitor 
310. When mounted, vertical rod 340 and horizontal rod 350 are held in place against the screen 
330 by grooves 360. Vertical rod 340 and horizontal rod 350 should have enough mobility such 
they are able to slide horizontally and vertically respectively. 

[00018] Figure 4 shows a side view of the attachment of the guide 400 to a monitor 410 
through the use of a lip 420. Lip 420 is shaped as a plane and attached to the guide 100 
perpendicular to a border of the guide 100, for example, the top border. Lip 420 can be of a single 
construction with the guide 100 or separately fastened through the use of fasteners, for example 
screws or hinges. Lip 420 allows the guide 400 to be attached to the monitor. Lip 420 has a 
contact surface 425 that connects to the monitor 410 through the use of gravity, a mounting 
component (similar to those described above) or friction. 
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[00019] The following illustrates the use of a monitor guide according to an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. For example, on the screen of a computer is a spreadsheet 
filled with data that is arranged in columns and rows. If the user were verifying that the columns 
of numbers matched an existing spreadsheet, then the user would slide the vertical rod to line up 
against the column of data that the user is currently checking. Once the column of data on the 
screen is marked by the guide, the user is free to look away from the monitor and consult [the] a 
hard copy of the data and proceed with the checking of the values, i.e., the value on the screen 
matching the value on the paper. Similarly, the user can follow the same method for the rows of a 
spreadsheet. 

[00020] Aiiemaiively, if one of the data points looks incorrect, tlie user can mark the 
location of that data point by the intersection of the horizontal and vertical rods. Once marked, the 
user can proceed to other tasks to verify that the data point is indeed correct. The marking of the 
data point by the guide allows the user to quickly refer back to that data point. 

[00021] In addition to use on the computer, the guide can also be used to non-permanently 
mark data points on the hard copy. Two guides can also be used concurrently, one for the 
computer and one for the hard copy, to facilitate the comparisons. 

[00022] If the rods are ruled, then the rods can be used as rulers to measure distances and 
sizes on the screen or on a hardcopy. Furthermore, if the screen and hard copies, e.g., print-outs, 
are of the same scale, i.e. WYSIWYG (or. What You See Is What You Get) then, the values or 
distances measured on the computer screen would correlate to a respective point on the hard copy 
and vice versa. Moreover, any reference points marked on the computer screen can be easily 
located on the hard copy by using the guide. 
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[00023] Additional advantages and modifications will readily occur to those skilled in the 
art. Therefore, the present invention in its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and 
representative devices shown and described herein. Accordingly, various modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive concept as defined by the 
appended claims. 



103:2232054.1 



-23- 



EXHIBIT B 

MARKED-UP COPY OF AMENDED CLAIMS TO INDICATE CHANGES 

1. (Amended) A guide^ comprising: 

a frame^ [having a viewing portion] releasably attachable to a computer screen^ 
comprising a viewing portion : 

a first rod [moveably] movablv attached to said frame wherein said first rod crosses 
said viewing portion; 

a second rod movably attached to said frame wherein said second rod crosses said 
[view] viewing portion and intersects said first rod. 

5. (Amended) A guide according to claim 4, wherein said [rectangular] 
quadrilateral shape is a rectangle havmg a pair of long sides and a pair of short sides. 

12. (Amended) A guide, comprising: 

a frame having a viewing portion and attachable to a computer screen^ wherein said 
viewing portion is of a same dimension as the computer screen; 

a first rod [moveably] movablv attached to said frame wherein said first rod crosses 
said viewing portion; 

a second rod movably attached to said frame wherein said second rod crosses said 
[view] viewing portion and intersects said first rod; and 

a mounting component wherein said mounting component is used to attach said 
frame to said computer screen. 
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21. (New) The guide of claim 1 wherein said first rod and said second 
rod cross to form an angle greater than 0 and less than 90 degrees. 

22. (New) The guide of claim 12 wherein said first rod and said second 
rod cross to form an angle greater than 0 and less than 90 degrees. 

23. (New) The guide of claim 1, where said first rod is attached to a first 
pair of grooves in said frame and said second rod is attached to a second pair of grooves in said 
frame. 

24. (New) The guide of claim 12, where said first rod is attached to a 
first pair of grooves in said fi-ame and said second rod is attached to a second pair of grooves in 

said frame. 
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